| change that. You'll know hel

IN THE PINK .Mler Shundan 5mtlh~. p‘|r1~ in The Royle Family and Gavin & Stacey, her role as the nol-so- dumh blonde in L

wally Blonde

aking her name

OMG, I'm llke, so hot right now

Sheridan Smith
stars in Legally
Blonde as Elle, a glrl
who discovers
hidden strengths —
Just as the a actreqs |
has had to overcome
tragedy herself, she

tells Jude Rogers

own the tiny lane behind the Savoy
Theatre, through the lovely stage door and
down cornidors swooshing with costumes
andwigs, wefind tonight sleading lady. Her
reom is full of glitter, pink cards and flow-
ers, bright mirror bulbs lighting her small
prefty face Thenshesees me. “Hi-verrrr!”
Sheridan Smith bounds over, planting a
smacker on my cheek, and asks if | want a
brew. Her publicist insists that hecan make
ussome,” Areyousure? Lhave a kettle!"She
Flicks the switchl, shaking her head when it
won't stick, "Oh go on, then,” she laughs,
rolling nereyes. “What adiva,eh?”
Sheridan Smith may not be a name that
rings bells, but her critic-wowing turn in
Legally Blonde: The Musical is likely 1o
face already
first seenon TV in The Royle Famiby in 1999,
then a succession of TV comedies from
Twao Pints of Lager and a Packe! of Crisps te.
Cvin & Stacey, Until now, however, she's
racters, a pirl
and, recently, Jonathan
LH’Lka sidekick. So to play an American
sorority girl, high-kicking and singing on

| stage eight times a week, should be quite s |

challenge — before you watch what Smith

* cando. Taking on the role of Elle Woods, a

m:h teenager who chazes her ex- wanenﬂ
1 place
discovers her own acads
Hmwth brings warmth and impec- ‘
miclimingtoacharacter ariginally

rr.ldcfamoush Reese Witherspoon inthe
2001 movie. Smith alse makes its fairytale
sterylinealmast believable,

She looks a1 me nervous!
her performance. *1 was thinking about
you.the othernight. you poor thing. landed
| inthisshowerof pink.” shesays, tucking her
skinny limbs nervously into her chair. "Bul
I'm really glad you liked it! Although I'm
stillterr:fied ofdoing it.”

Bern in Epworth, a Lincalnshire village,
in 1981, Sheridan Sian Smith is a friendly,
[f-effacing. pirl-next-door type. She s
North of England. half-Welsh, and
lk-lwghlwl tersped my own Swansea accent,
keen to share (ales of holidays in the
Mumbles and the wisdoms of vur mothers,

Her parents met as country and western
singers and made a living performing in
pubs and working men's clubs. As a young
girl. she loved performing with them, sing
ing songs such as Dally Parton's Ceaf of
Many Colours while standingon a stool She
would be upset when she wasn't allowed to
Jjoin them, which inspired her mather Lo
write a song called You Wont Be Late
Toright, Will You Mama? Smithsings tnow,
veryshyly —ahalladaboutachild standing
i the window with a teardrop m her eye.
“That shows howmuch I wanted to be with
them," she liughs, her cackle big and
earthy “From there nowayhack.”

But when Smith was 8, a family tragedy
changed her life She had a brother, Juliar,
ten years older, who died of cancer in 1990
— something only revealed recently when
her mother mentioned it in an interview
with a local nevespaper. Shesaid how proud
she had heen about the resilience of
Sheridan and herotherbrother, Damian.

When you experience bereavement as a
child. I ask, do you think it gives you the
drive o push yourself harder? Snuth wells
up inseconds. Yes. Yes it doe @ dihs a
hankie to her evelashes and Lapologise for
King. "No, not at all I've never spoken
ahout it really, and | should Theres always
been that extra mt of drive in me,
him." After Julan died, she explai
threw herself into dancing classes in
Scunthorpe, which she would attend three

s T applaud

nights a week, entering competitions and
winning awards. “They were my focus
nol that they stopped me gneving, bul my
life beeame about trying to dosemething.”

She takes a breath. “luliar
at the back of my head all the:
really never left it. But recently, £
this® he gestures around the bright,

1 3

everyone comang down on the bas, he was
rightat the front again, And lwas really "
She sniffs, trying Lo make light of what she
heres a moment in the show
where | cry, actually, and | was genuinely
Just ring with lears, wishing he was
there.” She smiles, "Maybe he was”

Her classes paid ofl. Smith won a place
with Lhe National Youth Music Theatreasa
teenager. perfurming as Tallulah in Bugsy
Malone — a production so good that the
films director, Alan Parker, was persuaded
to run it in the West End After that, Smith
gol an agent, a role in Stephen Sondheims
o the Woods, and, in 1999, was named an
actress o walcl a broadsheer article
about up-and-coming young talents, in
which she posed for a photograph next
the young Jamie Oliver. Her role in T
Rovle Family, a3 Anthony’s gielfriend,
Emma, quickly followed.

But Smith still worrics about her abilities
as a serious actress, despile receiving good
reviews for her stage perfor oes — in

in

“Theres a moment
the show where | cry
actually, and I was
genuinely just roaring
with tears, wishing
my brother was there’

sisTER ACT Smith and Corden on TV

been | Michael Wynnes The Peopleare Friendlyat

tne Roval Court. in 2002, and two Shake
spearecuméﬁféﬂn thé REgent's Park Open
Air Theatre jn2006.

1 didn tFain, you see, and T feel | might
have missed out LI Soinstead, U've just
walched penple to see whal Uiey do, Me
staring at geniuses like Caroline Aherne,
Liz 3mith and Kathy Hurke. them probably
thinking I'm a lunatic child!™ Women have
been her inspirations, she says. She is also
pleased that there seem to “be more big
female roles about, and that West End
productions areswinging towards them —
Calendar Girls being the other obvious
example. Becausegenerally vou're thegirl-
friend of the lead, or the mistress, or the
lover. And in this show, [ have two lovers!
Bringiton!’

1t's & year since Smith won the rule of
Llle. She had seen Legally Blonde on
Broadway, adored it, and pestered her
agent when she heard it was coming to
Britain. That wasi't like her, “But | was
thinking, tnmenn love, you're 27 you can
do this now: " She shakes her head. "But
ever sinee [ got it, I've been wailing to be
found out. Thinking, can | get away with 18
songs every night? Can | glide on top of
everything when beneath I'm doggy-
paddling?”

During rehearsals for the show, she nad
otherpressures. too. Smiths on-nff relation-
ship with James Corden, her brother in
Gavin & Stacey, cume to anend last Novern-
ber, although they remainvery close. Aswe
talk ahout him, he texts her. " Awwww.”she
says, her voice squeaking sweetly: “He's
read semething in a paper about me, and
sait hewas proud” She looks at her phone.
% nice we sbill do that. [ts a shame when
people whohave been together solong lose
that closeness. Especially when we're just
two normal people

Not that her life is that normal any more,
After those glowmnp reviews, everyone is
now talkmg about what Smith will do nest
— which batfles her, frankly "Good God,
I'm in this job 1l October! 1 have 1o keep
working at it make sure | don't get il all
that stuff” Nevertheless, she is looking
[orward to going hack home for a break.
“Walk thedogs upthe fields. leanona front
door Tor an hour and have a chinwag with
the neighbours — just be myself” She hugs
me tightly when | leave. and it's haed to
think of her — this refreshing new star
being any thing but
Legaliv Blonde, Savoy Theatre, London
W2 (legallyblondethemusical.co.uk,
0844 B717687), until Ot 23
“anch Sheridan Smith in Legatly Blonde
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